The effect of dehydroepiandrosterone sulfate administration to patients with multi-infarct dementia.
We measured cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) levels of dehydroepiandrosterone sulfate (DHEAS) by radioimmunoassay in seven patients with multi-infarct dementia (MID), fourteen age- and gender-matched non-demented patients with a history of cerebral infarction and fifteen age- and gender-matched patients without neurological disorders. The levels of DHEAS in CSF of patients with MID were significantly lower than those in non-demented patients with a history of cerebral infarction or those in patients without neurological disorders. Daily intravenous administration of 200 mg DHEAS for 4 weeks markedly increased serum and CSF levels of DHEAS in seven MID patients, improved decrease of daily activities and emotional disturbances in three patients and EEG abnormalities in two patients. The DHEAS therapy may provide a beneficial effect on MID patients.